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MINUTES: State Collaborative for System of Care DATE: 8/22/03
CHAIRPERSONS: Joel Rosch and Pat Solomon START TIME: 9:05 a.m.

LOCATION:  Governor’s Crime Commission END TIME: 10:45 a.m.

NAME PRESENT NAME PRESENT NAME PRESENT
Al Deitch, DOA-YA&I Jan Hood, AOC x Sandra Sink, DSS x
Austin Connors,
ARCCFS

x Jane Volland, GAL Stephanie  Alexander,
MHDDSA

x

Beth Melcher, NCAMI Jennifer Mahan, MHANC x Steve Shore, NCPS
Beverly Hester, WCH x Joann Haggerty, CAI Susan Coleman, WCH
Brad Trotter, DMH JoAnn Lamm, DSS Susan Eller, School

Psychology Association
x

Carol Duncan-Clayton,
NCCCP

Joel Rosch, CCFP x Susan Robinson, DMH

Carol Robertson, DMA John Hayes, 
Families United

Susan Whitten, DJJDP x

Carol Tant, WCHS John Tote, MHA Tara Larson, DMH
Cathy Kluttz, WCHS x Kirstin Frescoln, AOC Tina Howard GCC x
Charlotte  Craver, Value
Options

x Lana Dial, AOC William Hussey, MHPC

Cheryl Waller, CSHS Maria Fernandez, DMH Linda Swann, NAMINC
Connie Hawkins, ECAC Marie Britt, DMA x
Cyndie Bennett, Office of
Education Services

x Martha Lowrance, YA &I x OTHERS:

Deborah Carroll, DPH x Martin Pharr, DJJDP x Adele Spitz-Roth, CCFP
Debra McHenry, DPI x Mike Lancaster, Val.Optn Amy Smiley, MHDDSA
Diann Irwin, DPI x Michael Owen, NCCCP Sarah Wiltgen, 

Brynn Marr
x

Don Willis, MHDDSA x Michael Schweitzer,
DJJDP

Katherine Ross, Child
Advocacy Center

x

Donn Hargrove, DJJDP Pat Solomon, Families
United

x Terri Grant, DMH x

Earl Marett, DSS Peggy Balak, DMH
Flo Stein, DMH x Rich Visingardi, DMH

Topic Discussion/Findings Action by whom and when
Welcome & Introductions 

Approve Minutes 
from 8/08/03
Pat Solomon
Joel Rosch

 Joel Rosch and Pat Solomon welcomed everyone and
all were introduced. 

Minutes were approved as written

Child Mental Health Plan

Joel Rosch

 
Katherine Ross, Child Advocacy Center in Charlotte,
asked what was the role of the state collaborative in
developing the plan, and stated that the plan described
the structure of the child mental health system but not a
lot of meat about how those structures will change with
the reform.

Pat Solomon observed that the plan and the process of
involving agencies and families are a beginning, but
there is “a ways to go”. 

Don Willis stated that the division would share the 
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changes made in the draft plan at the meeting following
this collaborative meeting.  A monograph will be
developed, and the division will meet with Secretary
Carmen Hooker Odom and go over the plan.
Subsequently, the division will set up a project team to
implement the plan. 

Description of State
Collaborative

Joel Rosch

This document in a final draft will be discussed with all
the edits, at the September 12 meeting.

House Bill 1135

Debra McHenry

Diann Irwin

HB 1135, known by short title as The Education Instead
of Long Term Suspension bill, passed as a study bill. 
(While the bill was approved, the legislature left
before passing final legislation authorizing any of
the study bills, so technically no study bills were
approved.  It is heartening that DPI is proceeding as
if the bill had in fact passed) 
 Committees are meeting to discuss and have included
groups outside DPI.  In July 2003, the State Board of
Education discussed dropouts.  Recommendations will
be ready to go to the Board for its September meeting.
North Carolina will have to develop a plan to track kids
who are suspended. 

http://www.ncleg.net/html2003/bills/AllVersions/House/
H1135v4.html

SB 163 Communication
Protocol

Stephanie Alexander

Members of the state collaborative and additional
stakeholders developed the SB163 Communication
Protocol in March 2003.  The protocol was sent to the
SB163 Steering Committee and included in the April
2003 report to the Appropriations Subcommittee on
Health and Human Services, the Senate Appropriations
Committee on Health and Human Services, and the
Fiscal Research Division.

Rules were developed by Mental Health to guide their
area/county programs.  It was felt that the
communication protocol also needed to be reviewed
and revised.  The original group met and discussed
needed changes in terminology. 

Discussion on whether memoranda of agreements are
needed, or department involvement would be needed to
get the protocol implemented.  Stephanie will send draft
of proposed changes to Don Willis who will review with
ELT and the Steering Committee as appropriate.

http://www.dhhs.state.nc.us/mhddsas/sb163/
Update on CTSP Funds
Flo Stein

The memorandum for release of flexible funds for
families is in final form.

http://www.dhhs.state.nc.us/mhddsas/announce/nonucr
8-27-03sfy04memo.pdf

Upate on State Advisory
Council for Juvenile
Justice

The Council met this week and discussed the findings
of the recent audit. 

Martin Pharr reported that the Council and DJJDP are
in the process of assessing the program needs.  They 



3

Susan Whitten
Martin Pharr

are addressing the issues of “who are the kids we have
in the system, and what do we need to be doing with
them”.  The department is holding focus groups within
the agency to educate all about the needs of the current
youth they serve.  
They have invited the Council to suggest stakeholders
to participate in other focus groups.  Susan stated that
she would send announcements of 4 upcoming
community focus groups. 

Standing Committee
Reports:

Assessment
Joel Rosch

Training
Michael Owen

Evaluation
Susan Whitten

Brochure
Kirstin Frescoln

Next meeting September 10. Assessment Grid will be
revised.

Michael Owen will soon have a videotape from the May
2003 Leadership Forum for our viewing. 

No meeting date set at this date

Still in process of setting next meeting date

Announcements

Terri Grant

The Eliminating Barriers Initiative will hold its State
Partnership Meeting on Wednesday August 27 at the
Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Conference Center.
Target audiences will be educators and the general
public.  The meeting is designed to address stigma and
discrimination associated with mental Illness. 

Plans for Next State
Collaborative Meeting

Next work group meeting will be September 12 at Child
Advocacy Institute; next big State Collaborative meeting
will be September 26 at Governor’s Crime Commission.

Discussion about rescheduling dates for November and
December meetings.  Agreed to meet November 7 and
21 and December 12.  Location for these meetings will
be announced. 
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